Admission to full Fellowship in SFP requires academic productivity as evidenced by relevant peer-reviewed publications and presentation of research at the annual meeting. The Society's mission is to advance science in family planning, including contraception and abortion, by funding research and promoting the expansion and dissemination of family planning knowledge. SFP also seeks to cultivate a collaborative and supportive environment to foster scholarly activity and leadership in the areas of reproductive health and family planning. While competitive research funding began early, in 2011, the Board created the SFP Research Fund as the organization that focuses solely on grant making. The research mission is central to SFP, and thanks to generous donations, SFP awarded nearly $3 million in its recent, ninth research funding cycle earlier this year, with substantial additional funding awarded for Fellowship research and new research initiatives. In this issue of the journal, we list publications that have resulted from past SFP-funded research to give readers an idea of the scope of this work, and the SFP Web site includes more information about recent grant awards. The initial SFP grant program included a few small (less than $15,000) and large (up to $120,000) grants; the program today includes more of these individual awards plus multisite projects, mentorship support, pilot awards and junior investigator awards, and SFP manages the research grants program for the current Fellows in Family Planning. This year, SFP has further expanded the grants program and provided its very first awards in community-based participatory research and also new interdisciplinary innovation grants. In an article in this issue, Susan Higginbotham describes the formal process undertaken in 2014 to define research priorities to guide the SFP grant-making process.
SFP fosters the dissemination of family planning knowledge through clinical guidelines published periodically in this journal and publically available on its Web site, and through its annual meeting. SFP has published 15 evidencebased clinical guidelines in the past decade, all of which are available in Contraception by open access. Notably, the recent guidelines on medical abortion were created as joint guidelines and joint publications with the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists.
The Society's annual meeting grew apace with the organization itself, and in 2011, SFP co-founded the new North American Forum on Family Planning annual meeting in partnership with the PPFA National Medical Committee. The Forum is now seeking ways to partner again with ARHP and will welcome ARHP and its members to the 2015 meeting. In this issue of the journal, you will find a record-breaking number of abstracts to be presented in November at the Forum. Beyond the grants program and the Forum, a treasured activity of SFP is awarding achievement in this field with three awards: (a) the Lifetime Achievement Award, (b) the Allen Rosenfield Award for contributions focusing on international family planning and (3) for mentorship, the Robert Hatcher Award; we list past awardees below.
In summary, since 2005, SFP has grown from a few dedicated individuals into a robust organization that includes among its fellows individuals from many clinical specialties and academic disciplines. Much gratitude to the founders and to the many individuals who continue to donate so many hours as board members, as committee members and as hardworking grant reviewers (an acknowledgement of current grant reviewers appears in the August issue of Contraception). Our great gratitude also goes to all the donors, large and small, who continue to make the work possible. At this anniversary, we are all amazed at and proud of the great progress of SFP's first decade. We are delighted to be a part of this organization; SFP fellows are all committed to academic pursuits in family planning to improve the health and the health care of our patients. Congratulations to all SFP members and SFP staff for achieving these many accomplishments. E-mail address: westhoff@gmail.com
